
Beginner/Intermediate

Personalising your Pyrography Projects 

Created for Antex by Cherry Ferris 

Including inspirational quotes, lettering or sayings into 
your artwork can enhance and personalise your work. 
There are endless sources for inspiration to use in your 
wood burnings, excerpts from songs, poems, motivational 
quotes and affirmations can be used with great effect and 
you can experiment with the size and placement of fonts 
and lettering to enhance your project. Its your artwork 
and your world so get creative and have some fun! 

 



Antex Firewriter 
Tips used - Writing tip, Small skew, Spoon Shader(or similar). 
Birch Wood ply (A Grade) sanded to a fine finish. 
Tracedown paper (blue) 
Tracing paper 
A Ruler 
Masking tape or similar 
Embossing tool or hard pencil 
Soft putty rubber 
Selection of Coloured Pencils 
 
This demo was completed using Prismacolor Premier Pencils but 
feel free to use anything similar. 

Supplies 

Personalising your Pyrography Projects 

Lettering, monograms and burning small designs into wood 
is a match made in heaven for wood burning. Its a great 
way to personalise gifts, create unique wedding/christening 
presents and can be used to embellish wooden spoons, gift 
boxes and house numbers for family and friends to name 
but a few. This tutorial is aimed at showing you how to 
incorporate, design and transfer lettering into your work. 
We hope you enjoy it... 



Creating a Monogram 
 
Although you can use a computer to print out lettering it can be 
fun and more personal to hand draw some projects. This can be 
worked out and sized up on tracing paper then transferred to your 
working design. Here's an example of a the sequence of drawing a 
simple monogram. 
 

1. Start with a blank piece of paper or tracing paper, I like to 
use tracing paper to begin with as you can transfer your design 
straight onto your project when you have finished. 

2. Draw two straight lines with a ruler an equal distance apart to 
the size of your intended letter and then add a third line along the 
middle creating a centre line. 

3. Roughly draw in your letter (I have used an A) and then mark 
small notches along the planes you wish to thicken. Connect these 
together. Shade and embellish your monogram adding pictures, 
lines, squiggles or anything that you wish to complete your letter. 
Please note I have drawn these in sequence for a step by step. You 
would draw yours as one image. 



Here is another example of 
the letter A monogram with 
a flower embellishment. 

It can also be fun to play with designs and words and create 
images and artwork inspired by words with associated 
meanings. To help you get started here's the word sing. When 
you think of 'singing' you think of notes and music. These have 
been incorporated in the design. Words can be something 
sweet and simple, deep and meaningful or something that 
inspires you. Let your imagination run free. 

If you are not happy with your handwriting or drawing skills there 
are faux calligraphy fonts, serifs and images that can be downloaded 
to your computer and printed out to size. We've included a few font 
sheets at the end of the tutorial to get you started - feel free to print 
out and use.  



For this project I used an old fashioned image of 'Pooh Bear' along 
with the baby's' name and a quote that I really liked. Start by sizing 
the image to fit a piece of birch wood ply (or similar) which will be 
used for the project (yours could be any shape or size). Next decide 
where to add the text, in this instance I printed the words out from 
the computer and cut around them and placed them on the design. 

Creating a Personlised Pyrography Piece 
A piece of wood, an Antex Firewriter, some simple supplies and 
your imagination is all you need to get started. One of the most 
enjoyable tasks in designing a wood burning picture is hunting for 
reference materials. Although you must certainly respect copyright 
law, if artwork is created for personal enjoyment, or to give as a gift 
and you have changed your image somewhat, you do not need to be 
overly concerned as long as your not selling or exhibiting your work 
or trying to pass it off as your own design. There are many places on 
the internet or indeed art reference books where you can find 
copyright free images.  
 
For this tutorial we're going to create a plaque for welcoming a 
new baby into world... you of course can choose a completely 
different idea. I'm going to show you how I approach the subject 
and hopefully you can incorporate the process into your own work. 



Place the tracing paper over the sanded and prepared birch wood 
and fix into place with tape. 

Once happy with your layout carefully trace around the whole 
image. You now have a template. Transferring the image onto 
tracing paper allows you to site the design on the wood easily. 
Although eager to get started ....taking time to prepare your wood 
and transferring your design concepts will help you achieve a far 
better result.  Always sand your wood to a smooth finish so that 
the nib can travel smoothly across the surface and wipe the 
surface with an old rag before transferring your design. 



Using the writing tip with a medium/medium high heat 
(depending on your wood) begin to lightly outline the words and 
the main focus of your composition. In this case it was the bear 
and pig. If you have large lettering you may consider using a 
spoon or spear shader. Keep the lines light and even making sure 
to not burn too deep and blow out your lines.

Insert the Tracedown paper (blue side down) between the wood 
and tracing paper and using an embossing tool or a hard sharp 
pencil to carefully trace over the line work. During this process 
use a firm touch but do not press too hard and indent the wood. 
Try to keep the sides of your hands off the design to avoid 
smudging the Tracedown. Check your progress by carefully 
removing the Tracedown and lifting the tracing paper until design 
is fully transferred. 

 



At this point of the project you can decide whether to continue 
shading using pyrography or swap to colour. I decided to swap to 
colour and used various artists pencils in light layers to add depth 
and tone to my design. If you decide to shade your project using 
your wood burner consider using the Flat or Spoon Shader nib. 
Always start with a cooler temperature with light strokes and 
build up the layers gradually increasing the depth of colour. 

I Switched to a 'Small Skew' to burn the trees and foliage in the 
back round keeping the strokes light and loose. Check the heat 
setting on your practice piece before committing to the design as 
skews can burn hotter than other tips due to their small surface 
area. Once you have completed your first layer of burning erase all 
of the blue lines left from the tracedown paper using a soft putty 
rubber. 



Stand back and look at your work... 
 
Are your lights light enough? Are your darks dark enough? Go 
back over the whole of your project re-adjusting the values of your 
colours and adding depth and contrast where needed. Finally add 
some highlights with a sharp White pencil and confident firm 
strokes. 

Well Done... I hope you have enjoyed this tutorial and it has given 
you some idea's and inspired you to create something beautiful for 
yourselves, friends and family........... 
Happy Burning ;) 








