
The art of pyrography can be practised on wood, gourds, rag paper, and leather 
and can offer the user endless hours of enjoyment. Whether you wish to take 
up wood burning as a hobby, create personalised gifts as part of your craft, or 
even an art form in itself, pyrography has something for everyone.  
  
Pyrography is a very physical craft which combines heat, metal and (more often 
than not) wood, and although to the beginner it can be a little bewildering, with 
practice all these elements will become second nature. Don't be concerned if you 
think you can't draw as our step by step projects, ranging from simple to more 
advanced, offer you printed outlines to transfer the design to your wood and will 
guide you step-by-step through the creative process. 
  
So lets get started …. 
  
To get the most out of your burning experience you need to consider 5 
different elements.. 
  
The Medium – What material are you burning? Even different woods 
respond in their own sweet way, all have advantages and disadvantages. 
  
Speed – How fast are you moving the nib across the surface? The speed you 
move across the surface of the wood will reflect on the quality, depth and colour 
of your burn. 
  
Pressure – How hard are you pressing down with the nib onto the surface 
of your work? 
  
Heat – How hot have you got your temperature set? Its better to start at a 
lower temperature and then turn up the heat … its difficult to lighten up a dark 
burn, but easy to make things darker. Different tips require different heat 
settings. 
  
Tips – What tip are you using? Different tips create different lines and textures. 
Play around with the tips that you have to see what you can achieve … you'll be 
surprised by the different marks and tones that can be achieved with each one. 
Our online demos feature 5 different tips (writing, small & medium skews, a flat 
shader & a spoon shader). 

Pyrography Tips and Basics 



Pyrography Tips and Examples 

Selecting the right tip is one of the most overlooked aspects of pyrography. 
Each tip has a physical shape and its the shape of the tip that helps with 
different marks and effects. The ‘Antex Firewriter’ is an interchangeable tip 
pen (ITP) which allows you to change the tips on your pen unit. 

WRITING TIP – Comes as 
standard with the Antex 
'Firewriter' – Writing, circles 
and curves. Suggestions and 
examples of the writing tip can 
be seen on the sampler. 
 
The writing tip used comes 
free with the 'Firewriter' 
pyrography machine. 
 

SKEW (small & medium tips)  
Straight knife edge - good for 
crisp, fine lines, 
cross-hatching and lazy 
curves. Suggestions and 
examples of the Skew Tip can 
be seen on the sampler. 
 



SPOON SHADER – Soft 
tonal gradients and stippling . 
Suggestions and examples of 
the spoon shader can be seen 
on the sampler. 
 

FLAT SHADER - Flat 
surface tip that scorches a 
larger surface area – good for 
shading, backgrounds & 
gradients. The side of the 
shader can be used to bold 
tight lines. Suggestions and 
examples of the flat shader 
can be seen on the sampler. 

Alternatively you can create tips yourself by using a length of nichrome wire, the 
variety of which is only limited by your imagination. 
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Check out our Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/antexfirewriter/ 
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